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 	  DocBook - a few questions regarding PDF, conditional text etc. 
 	            
       David Winter  
   
        		 (Sorry - couldn't find a generic DocBook NG - I hope this is close

enough.)
 

I'm considering moving my documentation and translation business -

which is currently done in proprietary formats such as FrameMaker,

Word and XPress - to a system centered around DocBook. I'm currently

reading "DocBook - The Definitive Guide", but I'll need a few answers

ASAP ... So maybe a kind soul could give me at least a few hints.

1) Storing documents in databases
 

Instead of working with large, "monolithic" files, I'd like to store

technical documents as collections of re-usable segments in a

database. So the document should only be some kind of "outline", while

the actual content of sections/paragraphs is written to/pulled from a

database on a local or remote server; sort of like includes.
 

Is this feasible for someone without an enterprise IT budget (i.e., a

freelance author/translator team), and what tools are involved? I

suppose you need an SQL DB, some kind of middleware and an XML editor.

Does anyone here have experience with working/reliable/affordable

setups?
 

2) DocBook to PDF
 

a) I understand that conversion to PDF is possible using FOP. The

question is: Is it also practical/realistical to use this in a

production environment? I.e., will it work reliably?
 

b) Can I expect features such as multi-column layouts, headers and

footers, multiple templates for cover, body, index pages, inclusion of

images etc.?
 

c) How does the Renderer/Objects Processor map internal

cross-references to pages? Is it possible to do cross-references such

as "see Section X on page y?"
 

3) Conditional text
 

Is it possible to specify formats to exclude sections of a document,

based on content, language or output format? I.e., I'd like to specify

attributes such as "Print Version only", "Digest/Full Version". Can

this be done?
 

4) "Locking" tags
 

If all this is possible, I'll use this setup with other

authors/translators. In this case, I'd like to keep them from

accidentally deleting markup. E.g., I'd like to duplicate an existing

German document and allow the English translator to modify/translate

text, but not delete or re-arrange headers and sections.
 

Are there editors that allow this kind of "granular" locking?
 

I know these are big issues, and I'll have to do a lot of Googling and

reading from here, anyway. But if someone could at least point me in

the right direction, I'd be grateful.
 

TIA.
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       Markus Spath  
   
        		    David Winter wrote: (Sorry - couldn't find a generic DocBook NG - I hope this is close
 enough.)


there is one at http://www.oasis-open.org/docbook/mailinglist/

you probably are looking for the docbook-apps list.
 

many of your non xml-authoring questions are nicely answered here:
 http://www.sagehill.net/docbookxsl/index.html
 
 I'm considering moving my documentation and translation business -
 which is currently done in proprietary formats such as FrameMaker,
 Word and XPress - to a system centered around DocBook. I'm currently
 reading "DocBook - The Definitive Guide", but I'll need a few answers
 ASAP ... So maybe a kind soul could give me at least a few hints.

 1) Storing documents in databases

 Instead of working with large, "monolithic" files, I'd like to store
 technical documents as collections of re-usable segments in a
 database. So the document should only be some kind of "outline", while
 the actual content of sections/paragraphs is written to/pulled from a
 database on a local or remote server; sort of like includes.

 Is this feasible for someone without an enterprise IT budget (i.e., a
 freelance author/translator team), and what tools are involved? I
 suppose you need an SQL DB, some kind of middleware and an XML editor.
 Does anyone here have experience with working/reliable/affordable
 setups?

you can modularize your documents via XInclude.

a minimalistic approach could store everything in a CVS repository.
 

 2) DocBook to PDF

 a) I understand that conversion to PDF is possible using FOP. The
 question is: Is it also practical/realistical to use this in a
 production environment? I.e., will it work reliably?
 

there are both open source (FOP) and commercial pdf-renderers (e.g. from

RenderX). in my experience FOP works reliable, but still has quite some

limitations.
 

 b) Can I expect features such as multi-column layouts, headers and
 footers, multiple templates for cover, body, index pages, inclusion of
 images etc.?
 

sure, but you need the corresponding stylesheets

 c) How does the Renderer/Objects Processor map internal
 cross-references to pages? Is it possible to do cross-references such
 as "see Section X on page y?"
 

see sagehill
 

 3) Conditional text

 Is it possible to specify formats to exclude sections of a document,
 based on content, language or output format? I.e., I'd like to specify
 attributes such as "Print Version only", "Digest/Full Version". Can
 this be done?


the docbook stylesheets support profiling
 
 4) "Locking" tags


....
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    can't create PDFs from DocBook XML 
           

			by: Markus Hoenicka |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hi all, 
 
I'm trying to transform a simple test document to PDF using 
Passivetex. I'm not sure where to look for the error, but something in 
the toolchain doesn't cooperate, resulting in the...
			
  .NET Framework
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    docbook -> pdf? 
           

			by: ZJT |
			last post   by: 

			
			What are the ways and corresponding tools to transform a docbook 
document to a pdf document? Thanks a lot!
			
  .NET Framework
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    Docbook: generic technical document published for multiple clients 
           

			by: David Montgomery |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hi, 
 
Our company provides ASP services to multiple government agencies.  These 
agencies in turn provide our ASP services to the general public through 
their web portals.  As part of our service...
			
  .NET Framework
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    docbook customization stylesheet 
           

			by: Daniel Meilleur |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hi, 
 
I try to use a customization stylesheet following example given by 
B.Stayton 
(http://www.sagehill.net/docbookxsl/CustomGentext.html#CustomGenText) 
i.e.: 
 
<?xml version='1.0'?>...
			
  .NET Framework
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    Help! Error when doing docbook. 
           

			by: Yarco |
			last post   by: 

			
			I'm learning for docbook under win32. 
I download: 
openjade-1_3_1-2-bin 
docbook-xml-4.4 
docbook-dsssl-1.79 
ldp.dsl 
And then copy all openjade bin\ to win32 system\, and then create a 
directory...
			
  .NET Framework
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    docbook xslt bug: System.NullReferenceException: Object reference not set to an instance of an object 
           

			by: mike p. |
			last post   by: 

			
			I have a docbook xml file, and am using standard docbook 1.61.3 xsl 
stylesheets to do xhtml transform. Transform works fine when using 
MSXML. 
 
When I try to do the following using asp.net 1.1: 
...
			
  .NET Framework
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    Using Docbook with Xml-Control 
           

			by: Otmar Ganahl |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hi! 
In my application I transform a docbook file to a html 
view using the webcontrol "Xml" (with a xsl).It works 
fine, except the using of the tag "fileref" in the 
docbook-file will cause an...
			
  .NET Framework
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    Novice - trying to get started with docbook 
           

			by: Jim Anderson |
			last post   by: 

			
			This is my first attempt at XML documentation. 
I'm trying to get started with docbook so I can put a set 
of documentation into docbook tags. I'm using 'XML In A 
Nutshell" and "DocBook The...
			
  .NET Framework
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    DocBook: Pass DocBook-Path to Stylesheet 
           

			by: tthunder |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hi @all, 
 
I have a very simple use case here, but I cannot get any answer. 
 
I want to publish/provide a customized XSL Stylesheet for DocBook 
Users. The stylesheet defines variables for the...
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    Access Europe Meeting - Wed 7 Feb 
           

			by: isladogs |
			last post   by: 

			
			The next Access Europe meeting will be on Wednesday 7 Feb 2024 starting at 18:00 UK time (6PM UTC) and finishing at about 19:30 (7.30PM). 
 
In this month's session, the creator of the excellent VBE...
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    Automate a search field into a web page hyperlink?? 
           

			by: davi5007 |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hi, 
 
Basically, I am trying to automate a field named TraceabilityNo  into a web page from an access form. I've got the serial held in the variable  strSearchString.   How can I get this into the...
			
  Microsoft Access / VBA
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    A Simpler Way to Calculate WorldQuant 101 Alphas 
           

			by: DolphinDB |
			last post   by: 

			
			The formulas of 101 quantitative trading alphas used by WorldQuant were presented in the paper 101 Formulaic Alphas. However, some formulas are complex, leading to challenges in calculation. 
 
Take...
			
  General
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    How to Downsample Your Data Efficiently 
           

			by: DolphinDB |
			last post   by: 

			
			Tired of spending countless mintues downsampling your data? Look no further! 
 
In this article, you’ll learn how to efficiently downsample 6.48 billion high-frequency records to 61 million...
			
  General
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    Do you want to allow this website to open an app? 
           

			by: Aftab Ahmad |
			last post   by: 

			
			Hello Experts! 
 
I have written a code in MS Access for a cmd called "WhatsApp Message" to open WhatsApp using that very code but the problem is that it gives a popup message everytime I clicked on...
			
  Microsoft Access / VBA
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    How to disable "Do you want to allow this website to open an app?" 
           

			by: Aftab Ahmad |
			last post   by: 

			
			So, I have written a code for a cmd called "Send WhatsApp Message" to open and send WhatsApp messaage. The code is given below. 
 
 
Dim IE As Object 
 
    Set IE =...
			
  Microsoft Access / VBA
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    Access Europe: Wed 6 Mar - Better Access Charts – The Next Generation (Thomas Moeller) 
           

			by: isladogs |
			last post   by: 

			
			The next Access Europe meeting will be on Wednesday 6 Mar 2024 starting at 18:00 UK time (6PM UTC) and finishing at about 19:15 (7.15PM). 
 
In this month's session, we are pleased to welcome back...
			
  Microsoft Access / VBA
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    How to capture Modbus TCP/UDP data packets in practice 
           

			by: jfyes |
			last post   by: 

			
			As a hardware engineer, after seeing that CEIWEI recently released a new tool for Modbus RTU Over TCP/UDP filtering and monitoring, I actively went to its official website to take a look. It turned...
			
  Desktop Software
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    ERROR:root:Error, access violation writing 0x0000000000005140, Python Flask making a GPT4All Chatbox UI 
           

			by: ArrayDB |
			last post   by: 

			
			The error message I've encountered is; ERROR:root:Error generating model response: exception: access violation writing 0x0000000000005140, which seems to be indicative of an access violation...
			
  General
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